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any quibbling about terms or their verbal definitions, the sub-
stantial issue is whether the indication, for the future of the Soviet
Union, is towards greater or lesser freedom for its individual
citizens than at present exists. . . .

It may fairly be said that there is much reason for expecting
that the Soviet Union will, in another decade or so, be able to
demonstrate beyond cavil its actual superiority, in a greater
aggregate per head of individual freedoms, over any highly evolved
large State, organised on the basis of capitalism and the direction
of wealth production by competitive profit-making, with all the
economic insecurity, and all the inequality of wealth and social
conditions involved. . . .

. . . When nearly all the world seems staggering towards social
and economic catastrophe, the pattern of the U.S.S.R. stands out
as supremely that of a Land of Hope.

SIDNEY and BEATRICE WEBB:   From an Article

written for the Twentieth Anniversary of the

October Revolution.

It may be the fate of Russia not only to prove to the world that
Socialism can be made to work, but actually to save political
freedom for mankind as well. To put it bluntly, the democracies
who, irrespective of economic theory, still value political freedom
will henceforth feel much more disposed to co-operate with
Russia as a valuable aid in stemming the flood of militarist
and nationalist dictatorship which threatens to spread over the
world.
With the aid of Russia the fight for democracy can be won;
without it, that fight may well go to the military autocracies based
upon violence, racial discrimination, the suppression of all
freedom of speech and thought.
NORMAN ANGELL, 1936.
No intelligent Socialist can deny that the Revolution represents
one of the supremely beneficent epochs of history.
It has awakened a whole people from its slumber. In education,
in public health, in economic construction, in the degree to which
it has ended the exploitation of man by man, in its reclamation of
wealth from the few for the masses, in its opening-up of the